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Key Concepts

• Use all the information you can get

• Look for more than one characteristic

• Geographic Location including elevation

• Habitat at that location

• Time of Year

• Expect Variation in a species

• Everyone makes mistakes in identification



Goals for this Section

• Show you a few tools for Identifying plants
• Demonstrate identification with those Tools
• So you feel comfortable using them
• Work singly, in pairs, or small groups

• Rules for These Exercises
– Do not blurt out plant names if you know
– Work through key
– Let others work through key
– Help Each other









Common Camas



Dandelion



Sunflower Genera key



Dandelion Detail

Achene

Achene: a small dry, 1-seeded nut-like fruit

Pappus: The modified hairs or bristles 
on top of the achene



Sunflower Genera Key



Dandelion



WA Wildflower Search
3201 species

• Set Time and Place
• Set one or more of these

– Plant type
– Flower color
– Petal Number & Style
– Leaf Arrangement
– Habitat

• Or can search by plant name or 
• genus (doesn’t have all variations
• of common names)

• Allows the keeping of a plant list for the day



White Bog Orchid



Pioneer Violet



Salmonberry

Shrub



Coastal Penstemon



Red Columbine



English Lawn Daisy



Summarize

• Use all the information you can get

• Look for more than one characteristic

• Geographic Location including elevation

• Habitat at that location

• Time of Year

• Expect Variation in a species



The End



More Plants
on the

Common Family Plant Chart



Tall False Solomon’s Seal



Glacier Lily



Broadleaf Lupine



Sweet Coltsfoot



In the Appendix
Common Family Plant Chart



Redflowering Currant



Plants not on the 
Common Family Chart



Oregon Wood-Sorel



Tall Oregon Grape



Stinky Bob



Red-osier Dogwood
Shrub



Skunk Cabbage



Plants in This Presentation

Common Name Scientific name Family Common Family Name
Family In 
the Chart

Skunk Cabbage Symplocarpus foetidus Araceae Arum Family No

Tall Oregon Grape Mahonia aquifolium Berberidaceae Barberry Family No

Northern Buckwheat Eriogonum compositum Polygonaceae Buckwheat Family Yes

Red Columbine Aquilegia formosa Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family Yes

Redflower Currant Ribes sanguineum Grossulariaceae Currant Family Appendix

Red-osier Dogwood Cornus stolonifera Cornaceae Dogwood Family No

Coastal Penstemon Penstemon serrulatus Scrophulariaceae Figwort Family Yes

Stinky Bob Geranium robertianum Geraniaceae Geranium Family No

Common Camas Camassie quamash Liliaceae Lily Family Yes

Glacier Lily Erythronium grandiflorum Liliaceae Lily Family Yes

Large Leaf False Solomon's Seal Maianthemum racemosum Liliaceae Lily Family Yes

White Bog Orchid Platanthera dilatata Orchidaceae Orchid Family Yes

Fern Leaf Desert Parsley Lomatium dissectum Apiaceae Parsley Family Yes

Broadleaf Lupine Lupinus latifolius Fabaceae Pea Family Yes

Salmonberry Rubus spectabilis Rosaceae Rose Family Yes

English Lawn Daisy Bellis perennis Asteraceae Sunflower Family Yes

Sweet Coltsfoot Petasites frigidus Asteraceae Sunflower Family Yes

Pioneer Violet Viola glabella Violaceae Violet Family Yes

Oregon Wood-Sorrel Oxalis oregana Oxalidaceae Wood-Sorrel Family No


